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7 I understand that the attached 
memorandum reflects ἃ reccamendation ‘ 
to the President at a meeting in which 
Messrs. Bali, Johnsen and Rostow 
participated today. 
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sresentatives of State ‘and Dsfense, the Attorney Cexeral, 
ας Mr. Lovett, met to consider the course of action to be 
ποτα. 2th respect to ths Sovict vessels which have aitere 
COUrBE (Gr cup A), and those τοι τοὶ sall proceeding towaras 
Cube (Group B). With respect ‘2s Group A, itis reco:.mezded: 


As να 


l. That the Departmen: of Defense in:ercept, trail, end 
- “τοι στ Ὁ, but not interfere with, such vessels, The cbjectis to 
_.tord the fact of their turnarcund and, io the exten: possible, tie 
....rvacter of their cargo. 


τοὶ to Group B, itis recom arcnded that: 
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l, They be stopped and scarcned in accordance with ‘the 
Proclamzc:a; 


a 


2. Theat the order οὐ search te determined by che οξ οὕ i 
᾿ς ὩΣ Operational avai Hlaoilt lity to our forces; 


3. Should a vescel refuse to comply with orcers to 5:0}, 
τς should proceed to executes the terms co. the Proclaraction with 
_ieial attention to chs minimum use of force, given the iikeliagod σ΄ 
ot their cargoes vill prove innocent. 


. isis recommenced that a Department of Diiense spowecman annousce tact: 


1. Some of the Bloc vessels proceeding towards Cuba appcar 
to have altered course; 


2. No intercepts have yet been necessary; . ——— 


. 3, Other vessels are proceeding towards s Cuba and will be 
inteecepted in accordance with the Frociarmation. 


la @ background bacis, it will be explaincd that those vessels which 
iitcwéd course were taoss we had reason to believe cqnteined offe-:.sive 
<.apons; but thet ineperict'of ‘other γραῦς i$ rdqui red, ΩΝ 8:.-: (ἃ 


$3 ° ee cee ° cee ce 


| δ) ἡ IE ΝΝΝΝ 


10/24/62 


eee 


g 
the future, until offensive weapons and installations are removed 


τορ ἃ ᾿ 


from Cuba, because such vessels could contain essential components 


for offensive weapons. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON . 
October 24, 1962 


POP"SECRET SENSITIVE 


MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 


Representatives of State and Defense, the Attorney General, 
and Mr. Lovett, met to consider the course of action to be 
followed with respect to the Soviet vessels which have altered 
course (Group A), and those vessels still proceeding towards 
Cuba (Group B). With respect to Group A, it is recommended: 


l. That the Department of Defense intercept, trail, and 
photograph, but not interfere with, such vessels, The objectis to 
record the fact of their turnaround and, to the extent possible, the 
character-of their cargo. 


With respect to Group B, it is recommended that: 


1. They be stopped and searched in accordance with the 
Proclamation; 


2. That the order of search be determined by the order of 
their operational availability to our forces; 


3, Should a vessel refuse to comply with orders to stop, 
we should proceed to execute the terms of the Proclamation with 
special attention to the minimum use of force, given the likelihood 
that their cargoes will prove innocent, 


It is recommended that a Department of Defense spokesman announce that: 


> ~ 1, Some of the Bloc vessels proceeding towards Cuba appear 


to have altered course; 


03 2. No intercepts have yet been necessary}. 


(  « gf ~% Other vessels are proceeding towards Cubaand-uill_be 


Proclamation. 
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Spection of other vessels ired, now and in 
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the future, until offensive weapons and installations are removed 
from Cuba, because such vessels could contain essential components 


for offensive weapons, 


